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Tools used by the U.S. Department of State  

 

 U.S. Department of State - Youth Website 

 Facebook -  U.S. State Department 

 Twitter - U.S. Department of State/dipnote  

 Blogs - America.gov & Dipnote 

 Youtube - Statevideo (featuring official videos 

produced by the U.S. Department of State) 
 Flickr - U.S. Department of State's Photostream  
(online photo management/sharing application) 
 Video Challenge on America.gov 

 First 100 Days of Barack Obama - Blog on 

America.gov 
 
Articles 

 People Use Social Networking to Fight Violence, 
Extremism, America.gov, Dec. 2, 2008 
In an innovative approach to countering violence, 
Oscar Morales used the social networking tool 
Facebook.com to mobilize 12 million people worldwide 
against the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC). 
 Why I Blog, by Andrew Sullivan, Atlantic, November 

2008 
The author describes the evolution of his blogging, 
which he began in 2000.  

 

 
(© America.gov) 

New Media - Government 2.0 (Video) 
New media has changed the way politicians campaign. 
Now the world is looking to the Obama administration 
to see how new media will change the way politicians 
govern. (Source: America.gov) 
 
 

 

 
The Newsletter for English Teachers is a monthly publication by the American Reference Center in Vienna.  It 

focuses on American Studies topics of relevance to our academic audiences.  
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Electronic Journals ƀ Articles ƀ Suggested Web Sites ƀ Upcoming Events 

 

 
 

SOCIAL NETWORKING AND WEB 2.0 
TOOLS 
 
Social media and Web 2.0 are umbrella terms that 
define the range of activities that integrate technology, 
social interaction, and content creation. Social media 
are primarily Internet- and mobile-based tools that 

allow people to easily share and discuss information.  
The term is often used interchangeably with "Web 2.0" 
to indicate that the role and use of the World Wide 
Web is changing: moving from traditional websites to a 
network of social interaction in which users, not only 
webmasters, create and organize content. 
 

Through social media, individuals or collaborations of 
individuals create web content - by organizing, editing, 
and combining, sharing and commenting on content. 
In doing so, social media use the "wisdom of crowds" 
to connect information online.  
 

Social media use many technologies and forms, 
including RSS and other syndicated web feeds, blogs, 
wikis, photoï and videoïsharing, podcasts, social 
networking, social bookmarking, widgets, virtual 
worlds, and more. 
 
Daily Lesson Plan:  
To Share or Not to Share? 
Creating Guidelines for Social Networking 
Students evaluate the pros and cons of sharing private 
information on social networking sites, and create 
guidelines for behaving prudently and protecting 
privacy online. (New York Times Learning Network, 
February 4, 2009) 
 
Some Forms of Social Media 
 
RSS Feeds: RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication. 
These news feeds enable users to avoid the 
conventional methods of browsing or searching for 
information on websites. Now the content they want is 
delivered directly to them. 
Podcasting: A way of publishing MP3 audio files on 
the web so they can be downloaded onto computers or 
portable devices, such as MP3 players. Podcasting 
allows users to subscribe to a feed of new audio files 
using "podcatching" software, which periodically 
checks for and downloads new audio files 

http://www.future.state.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-DC/US-Department-of-State/15877306073
http://twitter.com/dipnote
http://blogs.america.gov/
http://blogs.state.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/statevideo
http://www.flickr.com/photos/statephotos/
http://www.videochallenge.america.gov/
http://blogs.america.gov/campaign/
http://www.america.gov/st/democracy-english/2008/December/20081201162445EMsutfoL0.986767.html
http://www.america.gov/st/democracy-english/2008/December/20081201162445EMsutfoL0.986767.html
http://www.america.gov/st/democracy-english/2008/December/20081201162445EMsutfoL0.986767.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200811/andrew-sullivan-why-i-blog
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videoId=7415786001
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/20090204wednesday.html
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Reports 

 Twitter and Status Updating, Pew Internet and 
American Life Project, February 12, 2009 

The author notes that in the past three years, 
developments in social networking and internet 
applications have begun providing internet users 
with more opportunities for sharing short updates 
about themselves, their lives, and their 
whereabouts online. Users may post messages 
about anything in their lives on social networks 
and blogging sites, or on send short messages to 
networks of friends like Twitter, Yammer and 
others. 
 

 Social Networking Sites and the Surveillance 
Society: A Critical Study of the Usage of StudiVZ, 
Facebook, and Myspace by Students in Salzburg in 
the Context of Electronic Surveillance, University 
of Salzburg. Christian Fuchs. Web posted February 
2009. 
Among the 674 students who participated in the 
study, 88.3% of the respondents use studiVZ, 
39.5% Facebook, 15.9% MySpace, 9.0% Xing, 
7.4% Lokalisten. Each of 61 other social 
networking sites (SNS) is used by less than 1%. 
Fuchs says, ñThere are indications for a strong 
economic concentration in the area of social 
networking sites.ò   
Summary and news release  
 
 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton traveled 
to the Middle East and Europe March 1 to 7. Trip 
updates are also available at Facebook, DipNote, 
Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. 

 

 
 

 © National Womenôs History Project 
 
 
Each March, National Womenôs History Month 
celebrates the contributions of women to the history 
and culture of the United States. The 2009 theme is 
Women Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet, 
recognizing the role of women in the ñgreen 
movement," according to the National Womenôs History 
Project. 
 

Did you know? The idea of an International Women's 
Day first arose at the turn of the 20th century. In 
accordance with a declaration by the Socialist Party of 
America, the first National Woman's Day was observed 
across the United States on February 28, 1909. 
(Source: International Womenôs Day/United Nations) 
 

automatically.  
Wiki: A collaborative work space. A wiki is a collection of web 
pages that encourages users to contribute or modify the 
content.  

 
ñHow stuff worksò   
 
 Community and Social Networking Library 

 How Photo Sharing Works 
 How Blogs work  

 

Government-Wide 2.0 Tools 
 

Visit USA.gov's newest page -- Government 2.0 -- where 
you can find blogs, RSS feeds, videos, gadgets, and more! 
These tools will improve access to U.S. government information 
and resources. 
 
USA.gov 
 Blogs from the U.S. Government 
 U.S. Government RSS Library  
 Podcasts from the U.S. Government  

 Videos from the U.S. Government - ñMost of these videos are 
available for use in the public domain, and you may use and 
reproduce them without permission or fee. However, some 
videos may be protected by license. We strongly recommend 
you thoroughly read the disclaimers on each site before use.ò  
 Virtual Tours from the U.S. Government - View virtual tours 

created by federal government agencies. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

***** 
 

INTERNATIONAL WOMENôS DAY AND 
WOMENôS HISTORY MONTH 
 
During this yearôs Womenôs History Month in March, the 
United States is celebrating the pioneering and creative 
ways in which women are working both locally and 

internationally to help save the planet. 
 

Lesson Plans 
 Charlotte Perkins Gilman's The Yellow Wall-paperðThe 

ñNew Womanò: This lesson plan helps to set the historical, 
social, cultural, and economic context of Gilman's story. 
 Who Were the Foremothers of Womenôs Equality? This 

lesson introduces students to the achievements of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, "foremothers" of 
women's equality, and the lesser-known activists. 
 Womenôs Equality: Changing Attitudes and Beliefs 

Students analyze archival cartoons, posters, magazine 
humor, newspaper articles and poems that reflect the 
deeply entrenched attitudes and beliefs the early crusaders 
for womenôs rights had to overcome. 
(Source: EDSITEment ï National Endowment for the 
Humanities) 
 

Teaching Resources 
 
 TeacherVision - Women's History: Teacher Resources. 

Recognize Women's History Month, by exploring the many 
important contributions of women, with printables, lesson 
plans, biographies and worksheets about accomplished 
women in American history. 
 
International Women's Day is an occasion marked 
around the world on March 8. This date is also 
commemorated at the United Nations and is designated in 

http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2009/Twitter-and-status-updating.aspx
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_Surveillance_Fuchs.pdf
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_Surveillance_Fuchs.pdf
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_Surveillance_Fuchs.pdf
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_Surveillance_Fuchs.pdf
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_Surveillance_Fuchs.pdf
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_E.html
http://www.state.gov/secretary/trvl/2009/119866.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/trvl/2009/119866.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/trvl/2009/119866.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-DC/US-Department-of-State/15877306073
http://blogs.state.gov/
http://twitter.com/dipnote
http://www.youtube.com/statevideo
http://www.flickr.com/photos/statephotos/
http://www.nwhp.org/
http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/women/womday97.htm
http://computer.howstuffworks.com/online-communities-channel.htm
http://computer.howstuffworks.com/photo-sharing.htm
http://computer.howstuffworks.com/blog.htm
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Multimedia.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/News/blog.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/Libraries/RSS_Library.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/Libraries/Podcasts.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Video.shtml
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/virtualtours.shtml
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=581
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=581
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=435
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=437
edsitement.neh.gov/
edsitement.neh.gov/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/womens-history/teacher-resources/6678.html?detoured=1
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Each March, National Womenôs History Month 
celebrates the contributions of women to the 
history and culture of the United States. The 
2009 theme is ñWomen Taking the Lead to Save 
Our Planet,ò recognizing the role of women in 
the ñgreen movement," according to the 
National Womenôs History Project. 
 

Did you know? The idea of an International 
Women's Day first arose at the turn of the 20th 
century. In accordance with a declaration by the 
Socialist Party of America, the first National 
Woman's Day was observed across the United 
States on February 28, 1909. (Source: 
International Womenôs Month/United Nations) 
 
Article 
Afghan Women Slowly Gaining Protection, 
By Kirk Semple, New York Times, March 2, 
2009 
Since the overthrow of the Taliban in 2001, a 
more egalitarian notion of womenôs rights has 
begun to take hold, founded in the countryôs 
new Constitution and promoted by the newly 
created Ministry of Womenôs Affairs and a small 
community of womenôs advocates. The 
problems they are confronting are deeply 
ingrained in a culture that has been mainly 
governed by tribal law. But they are changing 
the lives of young women like Mariam [é]. 

 
America.gov: Women of Influence  
This collection chronicles how 21 notable 
American women broke new ground, some by 
championing equal rights for all and others by 
their accomplishments in fields such as 
government, literature, and even in war.  
(November 2006) 

 

 

 

many countries as a national holiday. When we celebrate 
International Womenôs Day, we look back to a tradition that 
represents decades of struggle for equality, justice, peace and 
development. The theme of this yearôs International Womenôs 
Day UN events is Women and Men United to End Violence 
against Women and Girls. 
 

Few causes promoted by the United Nations have generated 
more intense and widespread support than the campaign to 
promote and protect the equal rights of women. The Charter of 
the United Nations, signed in San Francisco in 1945, was the 
first international agreement to proclaim gender equality as a 
fundamental human right. Since then, the Organization has 
helped create a historic legacy of internationally agreed 
strategies, standards, programs and goals to advance the 
status of women worldwide. International Womenôs Day 2009 
 
 
The struggle for equal rights often focuses on developing 
countries, where many women still lack some of the most basic 
of rights. However, in many prosperous countries gender bias 
endures.  
 

 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act 
 
On January 29, 2009, President Obama signed his first piece of 
legislation, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, which will 
make it easier for people to get the pay they deserve - 
regardless of their gender, race, or age. "Ultimately, equal pay 
isn't just an economic issue for millions of Americans and their 
families, it's a question of who we are -- and whether we're 
truly living up to our fundamental ideals," President Obama 
said. "Whether we'll do our part, as generations before us, to 
ensure those words put on paper some 200 years ago really 
mean something -- to breathe new life into them with a more 
enlightened understanding that is appropriate for our time. 
 
Links 
America.gov 
 U.S. Celebrates Womenôs Contributions to the World Every 

March, February 24, 2009 
 Milestones in U.S. Womenôs History, February 25, 2009 
 Women's History Month 
 Photo Gallery 
 The White House - President Obama Announces White 

House Council on Women and Girls, March 11, 2009 
 The White House - Presidential Proclamation on Women's 

History Month, March 3, 2009 
 U.S. Embassy Vienna Website ï Womenôs Issues 
 USA.gov ï National Womenôs History Month 
 Library of Congress ï Womenôs History Month 
 U.S. Census Bureau/Facts for Features ï Womenôs 

History Month, January 5, 2009 
 Smithsonian Institution ï Womenôs History Month 
 

 National Park Service ï Places Where Women Made 

History 
 
 
 

****** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/women/womday97.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/03/world/asia/03shelter.html?_r=2&hp
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/women-of-influence.html
http://www.un.org/women/endviolence/
http://www.un.org/women/endviolence/
http://www.un.org/women/endviolence/
http://www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2009/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing_room/LillyLedbetterFairPayActPublicReview/
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2009/February/20090224164038xlrennef0.6375086.html?CP.rss=true
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2009/February/20090224164038xlrennef0.6375086.html?CP.rss=true
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2009/February/20090224164038xlrennef0.6375086.html?CP.rss=true
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2009/February/20080325190828liameruoy0.3090631.html?CP.rss=true
http://amlife.america.gov/amlife/diversity/diversity--offering-a-place-for-everyone.html
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/4110/wgg/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-Announces-White-House-Council-on-Women-and-Girls/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-Announces-White-House-Council-on-Women-and-Girls/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-Announces-White-House-Council-on-Women-and-Girls/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Womens-History-Month-2009/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Womens-History-Month-2009/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Womens-History-Month-2009/
http://www.usembassy.at/en/policy/women.htm
http://answers.usa.gov/cgi-bin/gsa_ict.cfg/php/enduser/std_adp.php?p_faqid=7112
http://womenshistorymonth.gov/
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/pdf/cb09ff-03.pdf
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/pdf/cb09ff-03.pdf
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/pdf/cb09ff-03.pdf
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/people-places/womens-history-month.html
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/pwwmh/
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/pwwmh/
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/pwwmh/
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Dancers from Woods School of Irish Dance in 

Boston (© AP Images) 

Did you know? 
36.5 million: Number of U.S. residents who 
claimed Irish ancestry in 2007. This number 
was more than eight times the population of 
Ireland itself (more than 4 million). Irish was 
the nationôs second most frequently reported 
ancestry, trailing only German. (Source: U.S. 
Census Bureau) 
 

 
The White House North Lawn fountain flows 
with green water Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in 
honor of St. Patrick's Day. White House 
Photo/Lawrence Jackson 

  
© AP Image 

 

Junot Diaz' Homepage 
 

òIt's never the changes we want that change 
everything.  
 

This is how it all starts: with your mother 
calling you into the bathroom. You will 
remember what you were doing at that 
precise moment for the rest of your life: You 
were reading Watership Down  and the 
rabbits and their does were making their 
dash for the boat and you didn't want to 
stop reading, t he book has to go back to your 
brother tomorrow, but then she called you 
again, louder, her I'm -not -fucking -around 
voice, and you mumbled irritably, Sí, 
se¶ora.ó (Source: NPR) 
 

IN FOCUS: St. PATRICKôs DAY AND 
IRISH-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
 
ñSt. Patrick's Day might be one of the worldôs most celebrated 
holidays, with city-sponsored festivities held in Japan, Australia, 
Canada, Malaysia, Great Britain and the U.S. as well as Ireland. 
That geography reflects the broad dispersion of Irish, through 
choice or necessity, in a 300-year, globe-spanning migration. 
But perhaps in no other adopted nation is the Irish presence felt 
as keenly as in the United States, where an ethnic holiday has 
expanded to embrace all Americans.ò (Source: America.gov, 
March 17, 2009) 
 

Proclamation by the President - Irish-American Heritage 
Month 2009 
 

U.S. relations with Ireland have long been based on common 
ancestral ties and shared values. These relations have 
broadened and matured, given the cooperation on global 
challenges. Besides regular dialogue on political and economic 
issues, the U.S. and Irish Governments have official exchanges 
in areas such as medical research and education. (Source: U.S. 
Department of State/Background Note ï Ireland, July 2008) 
 

 
 

 Remarks by President Obama and Taoiseach of Ireland 

Brian Cowen, The White House, March 17, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****** 
 

LITERATURE: JUNOT DIAZ 
 
Junot Díaz was born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  
His family moved to the U.S. when he was six years old.  His 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 
Wao, centers on an outcast, science fiction-obsessed kid who 
comes from a family of Dominican immigrants. 
(Source: Junot Diaz Biography) 
 

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
 

 
Teaching Material 
 
A complete study guide, featuring The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao summary, Junot Diaz biography, analysis of the 
work, plot summary, character analysis, themes and style 
discussion, published criticism and essays, and much more. 
 

ñJunot D²az tells a brutal, but irresistible, story in The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. Through the eyes of various 
narrators, readers enter the frightening world of a Dominican 
Republic family living in New Jersey. The charactersô lives are 
overflowing with injustices, unrequited love, lost opportunities, 
physical cruelties, and as one narrator points out, an ancient 
Dominican curse called Fukú. The background of the story takes 
place in the Dominican Republic under the fearsome 
dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, a man who, according to one 
narrator, imprisoned, tortured, and murdered thousands for 
merely looking at him in the wrong way. Oscar, the character 
around whom this novel revolves, had a grandfather who was 
imprisoned for almost two decades because he refused to bring 

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/013130.html
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/013130.html
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/013130.html
http://www.junotdiaz.com/index.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95764750
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/March/20060308150433abretnuh2.862811e-04.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/search/link.aspx?id=350030&i=1&mlt=0&q=http%3A//www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Irish-American-Heritiage-Month-2009/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/search/link.aspx?id=350030&i=1&mlt=0&q=http%3A//www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Irish-American-Heritiage-Month-2009/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3180.htm
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-President-Obama-and-Taoiseach-of-Ireland-Brian-Cowen-3-17-09/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-President-Obama-and-Taoiseach-of-Ireland-Brian-Cowen-3-17-09/
http://www.junotdiaz.com/bio.html
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Discussion Questions 
The book centers on the story of Oscar and his 
familyðand yet the majority of the book is 
narrated by Yunior, who is not part of the family, 
and only plays a relatively minor role in the events 
of the story. Yunior even calls himself ñThe 
Watcher,ò underscoring his outsider status in the 
story. What is the effect of having a relative 
outsider tell the story, rather than having 
someone in the family tell it? And why do you 
think Díaz waits for so long at the beginning of the 
book to reveal who the narrator is? 
 

 (Source: Penguin.com: Reading Guide) 
 
 

 
Multicultural Literature in the United States 
Today: The United States is enriched culturally by 
immigrants from many nations. This edition of 
eJournal USA focuses on distinguished American 
writers from various ethnic backgrounds who add 
immeasurably to mutual understanding and 
appreciation through tales of their native lands 
and their experiences as Americans. (Source: 
eJournal USA, February 2009)  
 

his oldest daughter to meet Trujillo. A few years after the 
doctor was sentenced, only one of his daughters remained 
alive. The rest of the family had been victims of the Fukú, a 
curse of doom that would continue to track down the doctorôs 
descendants.ò (Source: eNotes) 
 
Links ï Articles 
 
 Junot Díaz wins Pulitzer for 'Oscar Wao', by Sarah Wright, 

MIT News, April 7, 2008 
 An Interview with Junot Diaz, John Zuarino, Bookslut, 

September 2007  
 Junot Diaz on YouTube, Authors@Google, September 26, 

2007  
 Junot Diaz Karate-Chops His Writer's Block, by Boris 

Kachka,  New York Magazine, August 24, 2007  
 Junot Diaz, Author and Pulitzer Prize Winner. Carrie 

Meathrell and Osmany Rodriguez, LAist, April 10, 2008 
 Mil Máscaras: An Interview with Pulitzer-Winner Junot 

Díaz. Matt Okie, identitytheory, September 2, 2008  
 óIôm Nobody or Iôm a Nationô. Interview with Junot Diaz, 

Jesse Ellison, Newsweek, April 3, 2008  
 
Links ï Audio 
 
 NPR -  Junot Diaz On 'Becoming American'. November 

24, 2008 
 NPR -  Junot Diaz Reflects On 'This American Moment'. 

September 10, 2008 
 NPR -  Junot Diaz Discusses His 'Wondrous' Debut Novel 

. May 2, 2008 
 
 
 

 
****** 

 

NEW ELECTRONIC JOURNALS 
Published by the Bureau of International Information Programs/ 

U.S. Department of State 

 

Nonviolent Paths to Social Change  
March 2009  
 
The past 30 years have seen a surge of nonviolent, ñpeople powerò movements 
around the world advancing human rights and toppling repressive rulers. This edition 
of eJournal USA demonstrates that nonviolent actions can be more powerful than 
armed insurrections in bringing about social change. 
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0309.html  
 
 
 

Being Muslim in America  
March 2009  
 
The young women pictured on our cover are both Muslim. They live near Detroit, 
Michigan, in a community with many Arab-American residents. Each expresses her faith 
in her own way, with a combination of traditional and modern dress. Here, they compete 
fiercely on the basketball court in a sport that blends individual skills and team effort. 
They - along with the other men, women, and children in this publication - demonstrate 
every day what it is like to be Muslim in America. 
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/being-muslim-in-america.html  
 
 

 
****** 

 
 
 
 
 

http://us.penguingroup.com/static/rguides/us/brief_and_wondrous_life_of_oscar_wao.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0209lit.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0209lit.html
http://www.enotes.com/brief-wondrous-life-oscar-wao/overview
http://web.mit.edu/newsoffice/2008/diaz-pulitzer-0407.html
http://www.bookslut.com/features/2007_09_011634.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-tD45oj1ro
http://nymag.com/guides/fallpreview/2007/books/36501/
http://laist.com/2008/04/10/laist_interview_134.php
http://www.identitytheory.com/interviews/okie_diaz.php
http://www.identitytheory.com/interviews/okie_diaz.php
http://www.newsweek.com/id/130350
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=97336132
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=94472417
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90111248
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0309.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/being-muslim-in-america.html
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ARTICLES 

 
If you are interested in receiving the full text, please send an e-mail to: arc@usembassy.at 
 

 1609: The Year Everything Changed 
By James Ring Adams, American Indian, Spring 2009 
 
When explorers Henry Hudson and Samuel de Champlain entered North America in 1609, life 
changed for the Indian tribes that inhabited the region.  The Algonquin-speaking Mohicans and the 
Haudenausaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy encountered Europeans and their guns for the first time.  
Both Hudson and Champlain, generally, were hospitably received, and trade was established -ï 
trade that included firearms, lead and gunpowder.  ñWithin a generation, trade, consumption and 
diplomatic patterns had all been irrevocably altered,ò the author writes. 
 

 The Big Thaw  
By Joshua Kucera, Wilson Quarterly, Autumn 2008 
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=wq.essay&essay_id=500524 
  
A warming climate is melting Greenlandôs ice sheet, which contains 10 percent of the world's fresh 
water, and which is disappearing at a rate of 57 cubic miles a year.  In 2007, the Northwest 
Passage, which runs south of Greenland and along Canada's northern coast, was free of ice for the 
first time since scientists began monitoring it.  The Greenland ice sheet melt is unlocking mineral 
and petroleum resources, offering the prospect of considerable wealth to Greenland's citizens, who 
are seeking independence from Denmark.  The seas off northeastern Greenland were among the 
most promising, with an estimated 8.9 billion barrels of oil and 86.2 trillion cubic feet of natural 
gas.  A key U.S. interest in Greenland is the Thule Air Base, built immediately after World War II.  
The author chronicles how climate change is altering the Greenlandersô way of life, and the how the 
newly-accessible mineral resources are changing political relations.  

 
 Caliban Meets and Half Moon: Tribal Traditions and Shakespeareôs Tempest 

By James Ring Adams, American Indian, Spring 2009 
 
The author discusses a widespread belief that Shakespeareôs play The Tempest was inspired by the 
account of William Strachey, survivor of a shipwreck; all aboard survived and reached an island 
near Bermuda, where they lived for nearly a year.  But there are other parts of the play that may 
be inspired by Henry Hudsonôs voyages, the author maintains, particularly the central drama which 
revolves around the initial contact between Caliban, ña character with American Indian overtones,ò 
and ñEuropean rascals.ò  It resembles indigenous American oral history of Hudsonôs arrival, and a 
garbled version supplied by a Moravian missionary.  
  

 The Heart of the Matter: The Security of Women and the Security of States 
By Valerie Hudson, et al., International Security, Winter 2008/2009 
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/IS3303_pp007-045.pdf  
  
The authors argue that the treatment of females within a society is a major and underappreciated 
factor in matters of high politics, such as national security and conflict.  They believe that not only 
is the physical security and well-being of women directly linked to the security of the state, but it 
explains more of the variance in state peacefulness than do conventional measures such as 
democracy, wealth, and tradition of civilization.  Drawing from disparate fields such as evolutionary 
biology and psychology, the authors make the case that societies that tolerate violence against 
women and girls have male-dominated power structures that are more prone to internal and 
external conflict; those societies that have depersonalized political power and have improved the 
status of women are less likely to engage in violent conflict.  They argue that policymakers should 
analyze the security of women when considering the linkage between state security and 
peacefulness. 
  

****** 
 

SUGGESTED WEB SITES 
  

 Livable Streets 
http://www.livablestreets.com/  
 

Planners, engineers, and 
designers have been interested 
in creating healthy and livable 
urban environments for 
decades, and the general 
public's penchant for such 
matters has grown exponentially as of late. The Livable Streets Initiative is one such measure 
designed to assist citizens who might be thinking about how to put these ideas into practice. The 
Initiative is produced by The Open Planning Project, which is a non-profit technology incubator 

mailto:arc@usembassy.at
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designed to enhance civic participation. First-time visitors to the site will find the following sections: 
"Streetsblog," "Streetfilms," "Streetswiki," "Community," and "Education." In the "Streetsblog" 
section, visitors can read recent posts about designing pedestrian friendly streetscapes and also 
view short films about different planning projects related to such modifications. Moving on, the 
"Streetswiki" area is a community-created online encyclopedia for transportation, urban 
environmental, and public space issues. Visitors can read recently edited articles, sign up to help 
edit, and also just wander around to pieces on "Sidewalks," "Light Rail," and "Bus Rapid Transit." 
Finally, visitors should also check out the "Community" area to learn about different local 
community groups that are working on these issues. 
 

 NASA: Exploration in 3D 
http://www.nasa.gov/externalflash/exn3d/index.html  
 
NASA's Exploration in 3D website is well executed and is accompanied by music with that classic, 
creepy, outer space feel. For visitors who prefer silence while looking at images of deep, dark 
space, there is a mute button near the bottom right side of the homepage. With this website, NASA 
is allowing the public to see their next major project, which involves creating a transportation 
system to take astronauts to the moon and then on to Mars. To enable the interested public to 
watch the progress of their plans for space, NASA will be taking photos of the project and putting 
them on this website, so they can be downloaded and printed. Once said images are printed, that's 
where the 3-D pocket viewfinders come in. For visitors interested in getting a viewfinder, click on 
the link at the bottom of the page that says "Click here to request your own EXN3D Pocket 
Viewfinder." To view the latest images with your viewfinder that are ready to download and print, 

visitors can click on "Downloads." Interested parties should check back in the future to see newly 
added images of the progress of the transportation system. 
 

 Reclaiming the Everglades: South Floridaôs Natural History, 1884-1934 
http://everglades.fiu.edu/reclaim/index.htm  
 
The Everglades are a 
complex ecosystem, and 
over the past 125 years 
humans have tinkered with 
the operations of this area 
in ways that have had far-
reaching effects. This 
remarkable digital archive brings together sixteen different collections held by the special collections 
of the University of Miami, Florida International University, and the Historical Museum of Southern 
Florida. Taken as a whole, these collections explore the role of the federal government in the 
creation of the Everglades National Park, the growth and development of the modern conservation 
movement, and the treatment of Native Americans. A good place to start on the site is the 
interpretive essay, and then move on over to the timeline area, which covers the pre-Columbian 
period to the present day. After that, visitors can move on to looking through each of the individual 
collections, which contain original documents, photographs, historical maps, and other pieces of 
ephemera. Finally, there's a "Research Assistance" area for visitors who have more questions about 
how to locate items throughout these collections. 
 

 National Portrait Gallery: Presidents in Waiting 
http://www.npg.si.edu/exhibit/VicePres/  
 
The National Portrait gallery presents this exhibition on U.S. Vice Presidents. The web site consists 
of two major sections: a gallery of Vice Presidents who became president, and a set of videotaped 
interviews of four of the five living former Vice Presidents (missing is Al Gore - scheduling conflicts 
prevented his participation). The gallery begins with John Adams, George Washington's Vice 
President, and ends with George H. W. Bush. In between are former Vice Presidents as well known 
as LBJ, and as little known as Chester Arthur. Each entry in the gallery is illustrated with 
photographs, campaign posters, and cartoons, with explanatory text. For example, the text 
accompanying a photograph of Harry Truman playing a piano with Lauren Bacall perched on top 
watching him points out that a Vice President's duties often consisted of social events. Text 
alongside a photo of John F. Kennedy with a shadowy Lyndon Johnson behind him quotes LBJ, "The 
vice presidency is filled with trips around the world, chauffeurs, men saluting, people clapping ... 
but in the end it is nothing. I detested every minute of it." 
 

 America by Air 
http://www.nasm.si.edu/exhibitions/gal102/americabyair/  
 
If you're not in the mood for packing up the car and going to your local airport, why not just take a 
look at this delightful online exhibition from the National Air and Space Museum? The moment the 

virtual airport terminal gates open, visitors will be presented with a set of different activities, 
including a virtual flight across America during different parts of the twentieth century. Visitors can 
click on the "Fly Across America" to view period documents that depict what the in-flight experience 
was like from the 1920s to the present. Moving on, the "Explore Exhibition" takes visitors through 
the different periods of American aviation history, complete with historic photographs, first-hand 
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recollections, and so on. Perhaps the most enjoyable part of the site is the "Activities" section. Here 
visitors can learn about the responsibilities of a travel agent during the golden age of aviation, take 
a look at an interactive ticket price meter, and check out the frenetic world of the baggage claim, 
past and present. 
 

****** 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 ñTHAT ISNôT FUNNY, OR IS ITò ï Intercultural Humor 
Annual Austro-American Society April Fool's Day Humor Reading Featuring Jeff 
Crowder, Andrew Hornsfield, Douglas Linton, Dardis McNamee, Gordon Van Der Veen, 
Gregory Weeks 
Wednesday, April 1, 2009, 7:30 pm 
Clubrooms of the Austro-American Society 
1010 Wien, Stallburggasse 2 (Mezzanin floor) 
Please register via Email: auamsoc@aon.at   

 
 ñIMMIGRATION AND INTEGRATIONò 

A talk by J. Dean Yap, Counselor for Economic and Political Affairs 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009, 6:00 pm 
Clubrooms of the Austro-American Society 
1010 Wien, Stallburggasse 2 (Mezzanin floor) 
 

****** 
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